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Farmer'si_nter&st on cor_lservali on
agriculturegromng

Sunsari. Farmers of
Sunsari district, Nepal
showstheir keen interest
on conservation
agricultural practices on
rice-wheat farming system.
Rice-Wheat farming
system is the dominant
cropping systeminthetera
areas which IS
synonymously called as
food basket of the country.
The productivity of rice-
wheat system wasrapidly
increased by the adoption
of the technological
package of Green
Revolution of 1960s.

Howsoever, several
yield reducing and limiting
factors along with the
delayed sowing of wheat
and rice, infestation of
weeds, insects and
diseases, changing climate
had reduced theyield and
productivity of rice-wheat
in Nepal. Ministry of
Agricultural Development
estimated the rice yield
decline by 10% this year
and also approximatesthe
yield decline of wheat crop
by 6-9%.

Dipendra Pokharel,
Agronomist at District
Agriculture Development
Office, Sunsari says "In
teral areasof Nepal the soil
organic matter content
was|low and theinput use
efficiency was also found
low due to which the
productivity was
stagnated"”. So, we haveto
set new agricultural
technologies to be tested
and out-scaled to cope up
the constraintsin therice-
wheat farming system.

Conservation
Agriculture production
systems have been
demonstrated to be

beneficial for sustainable
ecosystem management
and agriculture
intensification. In order to
test the new technology,
SRFSI project isin work
with collaboration with
NARC and DOA and the

"‘i_'*l e 4 PEn
grassroot organizationsare
RARS, Tarahara, DADO,
Sunsari for Sunsari district
and NRRP, Hardinath and
DADO, Dhanusha to
work for Dhanusha
district. Farmers were
reaping negative net
returnsfor wheat because
of the poor yield and the
high input cost. This
project is testing the
farmer's conventional
technologieswiththeZero
Tillage technologies at
different five nodes of
Sunsari district.

At thefirst year many
farmers were not easy to
accept the concept of
conservation agriculturein
wheat crop. Dr. Rabindra
Chaube, Chief at DADO
Sunsari says that it was
probleminthefirst year to
inculcate the ideas of
conservation agriculturein
ricewheat farming system.
After seeing the harvest of
theleader farmer'sat each
nodein therespectiveyear

harvesting and threshing

now days demanding
these technologiesto be
adopted in their own
farm. Themajor costsfor
riceproduction were: land
preparation (36%),

raising and transplanting
seedlings (21%), and

(23%), and for wheat
crop: land preparation
(33%), inputsapplication
and weed management
(35%), harvesting and
threshing (32%).

"In the preliminary
results of the project the
average B:C ratio was
higher in the CA
technol ogies ascompared
with the conventional
technologies in rice,
wheat and maize"
Pokharel adds. Most of
thefarmersin the nearby
nodes of Sunsari district
arehighly interestedinthe
CA technologies are
demanding several
agricultural implements
(zero till drill, rice
transplanter, power tiller,
reaper, combine
harvestor) at DADO
Sunsari with some
subsidy from the
government of Nepal and
will adopt in the coming
year.

Minister Manavi assures support for

Chitwan: Minister for Livestock
Development Shanta Manavi has
interacted with the concerned groups as
and technicians about condition of the
livestock businessin the district. On
the occasion, she assured them to
provide necessary supports to

promote the business.

Chief at theDidtrict Livestock Service
Office Dr Ram Kumar Karki briefed the
condition of the businessto the Minister
Manavi. Dr Karki added that they
reported the problem seeninthefieldto
the Minister and Minister urged themto
submit problemsinwritten form. Chitwan

district is
considered

capital for
poultry
business

dairy,
vegetable
farming

were
booming

the"

while]

and other | :
businesses |

livestock business

thesedaysinthedistrict.
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Building a reslient agriculture
sector in Rwanda through

climate information services

The Rwandan government hasteamed upwith research
ingtitutesand devel opment partnersto provide nearly one
million farmerswith timely accessto essential climate
informeation services.

Thelaunch of RwandaClimate Servicesfor Agriculture
project, coinciding with the World Meteorological Day
on March 23, will help transform the country’s rural
farming communitiesand the national economy through
improved climaterisk management.

Mg ority of Rwanda’s population relieson agriculture
for employment and subsistence. The sector accountsfor
one-third of the country’s gross domestic product and
generates more than 70% of export revenues. Like most
of theworld, Rwandahasnot been spared from changing
weather and climate patterns. The agriculture sector is
particularly vulnerabletowesther extremessuch asfloods,
heavy rainsand prolonged droughts. It isfor thisreason
that reliable agricultural information will enable better
agricultural planning and food security management.

“Inthiscontext, it becomescritical that farmerscan
accessand usereliable climate and weather forecasts,”
said Innocent Bisangwa, an environmental and climate
changespecidistin Rwanda sMinistry of Agricultureand
Animal Resources(MINAGRI). “ Through thiswork, we
will help them make the best decisions about when and
what to plant, how much fertilizer to apply and whento
harvest.”
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The Rwanda Climate Servicesfor Agriculture project
will reconstruct Rwanda sincompletemeteorol ogica data
record using cutting-edge climate science, and develop
climate information products and servicesbased onthe
expressed needs of farmersand other end-users. It builds
on on-going innovationsmade by the Enhancing Nationa
Climate Servicesinitiative (ENACTS), whichfilledina
15-year gapin Rwanda shigtorica meteorological records.

The project aimsto deliver four specific outcomes:

Climatesarvicesfor farmers.FarmersacrossRwanda's
30didrictswill havedecisgon-revant, operationd climate
information and advisory services, and betrained to use
theinformation to better managerisk. Climate services
for government and institutions.Agricultural and food
Security decison makersintheMinistry of Agricultureand
other national and local government agencies and
ingtitutionswill use climateinformation to respond more
effectively torisks.

Climateinformation provision.M eteo-Rwandawill
design, deliver, and incorporate user feedback into a
growing suiteof weether and climateinformation products
and servicestailored to the needs of decision makers.
Climate servicesgovernance.A national climate services
governance process will oversee and foster sustained
coproduction, assessment and improvement of climate
SENVices.

A key successfactor isinvolving farmersfrom the
beginning, and ensuring their knowledgeishbuilt intothese
initiatives. The project will useatried and tested approach
known as PICSA—Participatory Integrated Climate
Servicesfor Agricultureto help farmersunderstand how
climate information could impact their own decision-
making. BY SUSAN ONYANGO(icraf)
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