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PrimeMinigter AgricultureModernisation
Project to beimplemented soon

Kathmandu: Withaview
to making the country self-
reliant in agriculture
production, the much
talked about PrimeMinister
AgricultureModernisation
Project (PMAMP) is
expected to be
implemented within a
month.

The Ministry of
Agricultura Devel opment
(MoAD) is planning to

Hesaid that theministry
had declared Jhapa as a
super zone for paddy
production, Barafor fish,
Kavrepalanchowk for
potatoes, Kaski for
vegetables, Dangfor maize,
Jumlafor gpplesand Kaildi
for whest.

"Wewill implement the
project with specific
targets. The working
procedurewill fix atarget

E

—‘

The government has
introduced the project with
a clear and specific
roadmap for increasing
agriculture production and
productivity to make the
country self-reliant in
agriculture production and
livestock within adecade.

Withtheimplementation
of thisproject, the country
will be self-reliant inrice
and potato intwo years, in

maize and wheat in three

, years, infishand vegetables

intwoyearsandinfruitsin

Dhakal said that the
project had plans to
establish at least one
agriculture collegeineach
of theprovincesby theend

\ sevenyears, hesaid.

I ] ! P10

execute the PMAMP
across the country by the

end of this month
(December) as it has
already deployed

employeesand established
offices in the concerned
digtrictsinthisregard, said
Achyut Dhakal, project
director.

Theworking procedure
to be adopted to implement
the PMAMP project is
expected to beready within
aweek, hesaid.

"Weareinthelast phase
of finalising the working
procedure, which is
expected to be introduced
soon. Theprogrammeswill
beimplemented afteritis
introduced," hesaid.

Dhakal said that the
ministry has plans to
develop super zones in
each of the seven provinces
under the PMAMP.

Offices have already
been established in each of
the seven provinces to
implement thisproject, he
said.“Wehaveset aplanto
start the 'super zone'
programme under the
PMAMP in all the seven
provinces by the end of
January 2017,” hesaid.

Earlier, Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal
Prachandahad directed the
Minister for Agriculture
Development, Gauri
Shankar Chaudhary, to
develop‘ super zones inthe
seven federal provincesto
increase agricultural
productivity.

toincreasecropyield after
implementing the project,”
hesaid.

Under the project, the
government hasclassified
the agriculture production
sector into pockets, blocks,
zones and super zones.

The project has
proposed 2,100 pockets,
150 blocks, 30 zones and
seven super zones across
thecountry inthefirst year,
hesaid.

Around 10 hectares of
land are required for one
pocket, 100 hectaresfor a
block, 500 hectares for a
zoneand 1,000 hectaresfor
asuper zone, Dhakal said.

Theministry hasatarget
of running the project for
the next 10 years, under
which the ministry will
expand the blocks, zones
and super zone gradually
every year for the next 10
yearsaimed at promoting
the agriculture sector.

The ministry is to
develop 21 super zones
across the country by the
end of the project period.

He hasassured that the
project will run with
government resources,
wherethe government will
actively coordinate and
cooperatewith the private
and cooperative sector to
implement the project
effectively.

The new budget has
proposed implementing the
PMAMP from the current
fiscd year withandlocation
of Rs5.78hillion.

The super zone
programmewill be run by
the central and zonal office
whilethe pocket and block
will be supervised by the
district agricultureoffices.

Under the project, a50
per cent capital subsidy will
be provided on agricultura
equipment and tools
purchase in block and
pocket areas and 85 per
cent capital subsidy for the
construction of agriculture
production collection
centres, agriculture Haat
Bazaar centre, primary
processing centre,
warehouse/godown and
businesstraining centre.

In addition to the
facilities accorded to a
pocket and block zone, 85
per cent capital subsidy on
seeds, plants, seedlingsand
resource centresfor fishand
50 per cent capital subsidy
for aproduction processing
centre, warehouse and
cold storage will be
providedintheagriculture
zone.The budget has also
proposed an 85 per cent
capital grant for the
establishment of seed,
seedling, plant resource
centres, fish production,
organicfertiliser factory and
pesticide production centre.

Likewise, under the
project, thegovernment will
providetechnical services
through the JT, JTA (junior
technical assistant) and
agricultural expertsfreeof
cost for specialised
agricultura production.

By LaxmanKaéfle,

December 19, 2016, Monday@

lgad ke to hdp
Nepal moderniseagriculture

DAMAK: |Israel’s Ambassador to Nepal, Yaron
Mayer, on Thursday, said the I sraeli government was
keen on extending support to...
help farmersin Nepal tap intothe
latest agricultural technologies.

Speaking at afunction held at
Maharanijhoda of Gauradaha
Municipality in Jhapa today,
Ambassador Mayer noted that
500 Nepali youth were given an
annual agricultural training in EEs
Israel so asto promote Nepal’s figs
agriculture. .

He added that employment | "E&
opportunitiescould becreatedin| ¥
abundanceif they could use the W
skillsthat they learned in I srael.

Thelsraeli envoy also shared hisbelief that Nepal
could earn unbounded profit through modernisation of
the agricultural sector.

Ontheoccasion, former minister Agni Kharel called
thefarmersto use modern farming equipment and tools
to reap huge profitsin their own villages.

Market for milled
rice consdered

The government is considering setting up acentral
market for milled rice as another distribution channel
for rice traders and farmers. Commerce Minister
Apiradi Tantraporn said the country has no central
market for trading milled rice despite the fact that
Thailand isaleading producer and exporter, averaging
20 million tonnes of milled rice ayear. She noted the
example of the Sanyangiao Grain and Oil Wholesale
Market, alarge-scale central market for cerealsin
Guangdong province, China, operated by the
Guangtie Sanyangiao Grain Goods Yard. The
Guangdong market spans 100,000 square metres,
handling trading servicesfor 2.5 million tonnes of
cereals a year. Mrs Apiradi said the Commerce
Ministry would soon invite all related stakeholders
including exporters, millers, farmersand state officials
to discussthe possibility of setting up such acentral
market for milled rice in Thailand. If the ideais
received positively, she said the ministry would further
pursue an investment format, management structure,
a proper location, logistics development and a
payment system. "We hope the new central market
for milled rice will enable exporters, millers and
farmersto directly meet with potential buyers," said
MrsApiradi. "The central market will also requirerice
quality inspection, hel ping ensure transparency in
trading.” Currently, Thailand only hasacentral market
for rice paddy. Mrs Apiradi said the presence of a
central market for milled rice will further help
strengthen the local economy as ambitiously planned
by the government. The cabinet last week gave the
nod to the Budget Bureau's proposal to earmark
additional mid-year fundsfor fiscal 2017 worth 190
billion baht. According to Budget Bureau director-
general Somsak Chotratanasiri, of the total additional
mid-year budget, 27 billion baht will be funded
through taxes and other state income, while the
remaining 162 billion will be generated through
borrowing, whereby the Finance Ministry will issue
savings bonds. The proceeds from the government
bondswill be earmarked for provincia development and
to stimulate the economy inlocal communities.

By, PHUSADEEARUNMAS
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