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Nepal'sFirst Agricultureweekly

drategicplan on effect

Kathmandu, The
Ministry of Agriculture
Devel opment hasbrought
into effect the agro
development perspective
plan. Miniger for Agriculture
Development Haribol
Gaurd Friday madepublic
the20-year perspectiveplan
of agriculturedevelopment
with 10-year plan of action
andreview of past progress
amid a programme
organized here in
Kathmandu.

Thelong-term plan has
envisaged intensifying
economicgrowth, eevating

living standard of farmers,
contributing to food and
nutrition security, orientingto
food sovereignty and
making farmerscompetitive
and sdf-aufficient.

On the occasion,
Minister Gajurel
underscored the need to
modernize, commercialize
and industrialize existing
sustenance-based
agriculture, link small
farmerswith modern agro
system and create
employment opportunities
within agro sector in
collaboration with private

sector. Chairperson of
Agriculture and Water
Resource Committeeof the
L egislature-Parliament
Gagan Thapa termed the
strategic plan important
whilegtressingtheneedto
make Nepali people self-
reliant through sustainable
development of the agro
sector. Asan Devel opment
Bank's Nepal Country
Director Kenichi
Yokoyama said that the
perspective plan would
bring about big changein
thedeve oping country like
Nepal.

Appleorchardsvanishin Mustang

villagesduetoclima

Mustang : The apple orchards have
completely vanished at Lete and Kunzjo
VDCsin Mustang, the Himalayan district
known asthe capitd of applefarming. Itis
said that gppl e production hasnot happened
atdlinthetwoVDCsfor thepast Sx years
now. Expertshaveassociatedthisincident as
thedirectimpact of climatechange.

Planning Officer at theDidrictAgricultura
Development Office, Mustang, Tapta
Bahadur Gurung, said that apple plants
cannot grow in both theV DCsintherecent
timesthough gpplefarmingwaspossbleeven &

e

lechange

Currently, theofficehascondderedMapha, added items,” he said. "That wouldn't necessarily be
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eyes food exports to growing
Asa unde TPP trade pact

TOKYO, U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack
defended arecently agreed-to 12-nation Pecific trade pact,
saying the Trans-Pacific Partnership would provide a
counterbalanceto Chinasgrowing influenceintheregion
whilealso opening up promising Asian marketswith their
burgeoning middleclass.

Vilsack told TheAssociated Pressin aninterview that
many Adan countriesare concerned about theriseof Chinese
power, "and whether or not it'sdigproportionate, and whether
or not there needsto be abalance.”

He said that the trade agreement " creates the kind of
coditionof nations, if youwill, that providesthat balance."

Vilsack isenrouteto China, where hewill take part in
annual U.S.-Chinatradetaksin Guangzhou from Saturday
to Monday.Thewide-ranging trade agreement, known as
TPP, facesatough ratification battlein the U.S. Congress.
Other signatoriesrange from Japan to Vietnam, but don't
includeChina

The pact would help American beef producersand others
tap into a growing market of Asian consumers who are
demanding high-end, safefood products, Vilsack said.

"Thereisan expanding market opportunity inAsia, and
particularly themiddleclassconsumers, which | think plays
to the strengths of any country that can producehigh value-

wamme: EXClUSVEY the US. | think Japan hastremendousopportunity
3 aswdl," hesad.

Three famrers feted with
President Award

Parbat, Threefarmersof Parbat district were honoured
iththe President District Level Farmer Award.
The recipients of the award presented by the District

; Agriculture Development Officeand Didtrict Livestock Office
y are orange-producer farmer Naru Paijaof ShalijaVDC,

pig-keeper farmer Prem Bahadur Gurung of Kushma

Tukuche, Jomsom, Kagbeni and someother 1y njcipality and coffee-producer farmer Bhawani Prasad
VDCsz_asthep_ocket areasfor gpplefarmi Ng.  Sharmaof KarkinetaVVDC.

Senior Agricultura Development Officer  Te award to each farmer carriesapurse of Rs 10,000
Sabitri Bard sad that dimetechengewesthe gjong with aletter of appreciation and shawl.
root causefor thistohappen. "Appletreesare  Thefarmerswerefeted onthe occasion of the 35thWorld
vanishingintheloMandswhilethey haveyidded  Food Day. Some 49 farmers of thedistrict had submitted
fruitsinthehighlandsthoughtheappletrees {hejr goplicationsfor theaward. Likewise, winner students
could not grow dueto excessvecoldinthe of secondary-level essay writing competition on thetopic
upper beltof Mustanginthepest,” Bard shared. A gy culture and social security; commitment for poverty

intheborder areasof Myagdi and Mustang
digtrictsuntil someyearsago.

"Theapplefarmersareredly worriedto
the situation in the VDCs. now, the apple
orchardsdon't exist therethoughtheVDCs
werecond dered asthe pocket areafor gpple
farminginthepast,” Gurung said. Eventhe
gopletreescant grow well duetounfavorable
climate, headded.

Government to bring national fodder policy

New Delhi: Faced with fodder shortagein the country, Agriculture Minister Radha

Mohan Singhtoday said thegovernment will bring out anationa fodder policy to boost

T s domestic production. Thereisaneed to makelaw to stop

burning of the crop residuesinthefield toincreasefodder
availability and protect environment, theminister said.

"Fodder sources in India are from crop residues,
cultivated fodder, foragesand forests, permanent pastures
and grazing lands. Currently, Indiaisfacing adeficit of
about 35.6 per cent of green fodder and about 10.9 per
cent of dried fodder," Singh said whileinaugurating the
23rd International Grassland Congress here. He said,
despite shortage of fodder, Indiaistheworld'slargest milk
producer with 138 milliontonnesof output. "Itisimperative
for the nation to producefood not only to feed itsmorethan onebillion home population
bust aso for an equal number of livestock," he added.

Speaking onthesddlines, Singh said: "Wewill comeout with anational fodder policy
to addressthe problem of fodder shortages'. Theminister also said that "law should be
madeto stop crop burning™ asthiswould helpinnot only increase fodder supply but
protect environment aswell. Asked about crop conditions, Singh said the government
has been ableto minimisethedamage on Kharif cropsdespite deficit monsoon. Thereis
not much impact of deficit rainson the ongoing rabi sowing season, hesaid.

Singh emphasi sed onthe need of astrong servicessector inrural Indiaand said this
shouldinclude agri-business centersand agri-clinicsonabig scale. - agency

reduction’ were awarded on the sasme occasion

Farmersreluctant to
receive grant

Jhapa, A huge amount of grant allocated for farmers
allocated for organic fertilizer and promotion of fragrant
paddy isbeing frozenin Jhapadistrict duetolack of interest
onthe part of farmers.

DespitetheDidtrict Agriculturd Deve opment Office, Jhapa,
allocated millions of amount for the production of organic
fertilizer and promotion of Basmati paddy and maizefarming,
no farmer haslodged applicationintheoffice sofar seeking
grant. Technical Assstant intheoffice, Shdikram Bhattaral,
said that no farmer haslodged application though the office
issued public noticesfromlocal FM radiosand newspapers.

Theofficehasdlocated morethan Rs11.7 millioningrant
for farmersinthecurrent fisca year for organicfertilizer and
promotion of paddy and maizefarming. Theofficehasgot a
total of Rs22.8 millionamount meant for providing farmers
ingrantsunder different topics Thegovernment hasdlocated
grant money for mushroom, irrigation and commercial
vegetablefarming too. Theoffice, however, saidthat farmers
have visited the office to receive the grant amounts for
mushroom, irrigation and commercia vegetablefarming.
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