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Kathmandu : The
Nepal Food
Corporation (NFC)
from today started
selling goats for the
Dashainfegtivd.

The NFC has
started selling goats
from its depot at
Thapathali. Thegoats
were brought from
Hetaunda and
Chitwan. Smilarly, the
Corporation hasalso
brought mountain
goatsfrom Mustang.

Deputy General
Manager of NFC,
Pawan Kumar Karki
said the Corporation
brought 692 mountain
goats from Mustang
and 381 goats from
various places in
Teral. He added that
themountaingoatsare
being sold at Rs 630
per kilogrammewhile
the goatsbetween Rs
425-435 per

kilogramme. Deputy
General Manager

Nepal'sFirst Agricultureweekly
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Karki said they could
not bring in sufficient
number of goats this
time due to the fuel
crigsresultingfromthe
undeclared border
blockade by India.
Thistimearoundthe
NFC has not set up
food market likeit used
to do in the previous
years. However, it has
madearrangementsfor
thesaleof ricegrains
at subsidised price of
five rupees per
kilogramme from its
Nakhkhu, Jawalakhel,
Thapathali and other
depots in the
Kathmandu Valley.

This year the
private goat traders
have brought less
number of goats for
theDashain, Tihar and
Chhath festival,
compared to
previousyearsdueto
the transport
problem triggered
by thefuel crisis.

Meanwhile, as
many as 3,500
mountain goats have
been brought to
Sallaghari, Bhaktapur
for the Dashain this
year. Thesegoatshave
been brought from
Mustang.

20,000 goats brought for
Dashain in Tanahun

Damauli, Oct. 13: Over 20,000 he-
goats have been brought inthecity
areasin Tanahundistrictinview of
theDashainfedtiva.

Thetraders have supplied the he-
goats to Dumre, Abukhaireni,
Khairenitar, Dulegaunda, Bhimad
and other market areasfrom Baidi,
Kot, Khahushivapur, Bhirkot,
Chhipchhip, Ramjakot,
Rishingranipokhari and other VDCs

damages crops in Parbat

Oct : Peoplein around 15 VDCs of Sankhuwasabha, Tehrathum and
Taplgung digtrictsin the Guphapokhari-Chowki areahave been compdled
to use yaks and mulesto transport essential goods dueto thelack of a
motorableroad.

Asthefestive season has started, along line of the animalscan be seen
carrying goodsto remotevillagesinthearea. Locassadthey ill rely on
thetraditiond modeof trangportation asthecongtruction of the 28 kilometre
road connecting Basantapur-Guphato Taplgung, which started dmost 24
yearsago, hasnot yet been completed. Dil Bahadur Limbu of Sanghuin
Taplgung saidlocd people, including traders, havebeenusingtheanimas
toferry food itemslikerice, salt, sugar, oil and beatenricefor Dashain.
KhemPrasad Bhattara, ateacher a Sanghu, said peoplelivingin Nundhaki,
Tamaphok, Madhimulkharka, Madirambeni, Sabhapokari VDCs in
Sankhuwasabha, Shregung, Morahang, Simle, Samdu, Sankranti VDCsin
Tehrathum and Sanghu, Dhungesanghu, Phakumbhaand NiguradinVDCs
inTaplg ung depend on mulesand yaksfor trangportation. “ They will have
nothingtoeat if animasarenot avalaolefor trangportation,” hesaid.
NeemaChhiri Sherpacof Tamrangin Taplgung saidthereareno maesin
thevillagesto carry foodstuffswhereasportersaread so not avail ablethese
daysasthey have gone abroad in search of employment opportunities.
Villagers meanwhile, said they arefacing problemsasmuleand yak owners
chargeexorbitant fareto ferry food and other essentials. “Wearefacing
problems due to the absence of roadways,” said Pasang Sherpa of
Nundhaki. Buddhi Karki, ateacher at Singheshwori Lower Secondary
Schoal inMadimulkahrka, said peoplewill havemany sourcesof incomeif
theroad isconstructed.

inthedistrict.

The he-goats that have arrived
in the city areas in Tahanun
districts would be supplied to
neighbouring districtsincluding
Lamjung, Gorkhaand K aski.
Traders say that the number of
he-goatsarrived in the city area
during the last year’s festival
season was also more or lessthe
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NFCstartsDashaln saleof goats damages crops in Parbat

Parbat : Therainfall coupled with hailsoccurred on Thursday evening has
caused aheavy damage on crops and vegetablesin the southern belt of
Parbat district.

The District Agricultural Development Office said that paddy and
vegetables witnessed serious damage in Phalamkhani, Lunkhu and
Pakhapani VDCsafter thehailstorms. Chief of the Office, Basudev Regmi,
saidthat detail of thelossisbeing collected by sending techniciansinthe
affected area.

|ndia Government reviews price
stuation of pulses, onion

Wheredoesa 12 per cent declinetrandateas 100 per centincrease?In
thebizarreworld of Indiasfood math. Production of pulsesdipped down
by 12 per cent in 2014-15 compared to the previous year. As aresult,
pricesof thisessential item have zoomed up by more than 100 per cent
acrossthecountry.

Thegovernmentisscramblingtoretrievethestuation, especialy because
animportant eectionisbeing fought in Bihar and thefestive seasonisjust
beginning. It'sakind of an onion moment - wheremercilessspikesinonion
pricesinthepast ledto political upheavals.

But why are pulses on fire?

Here are the basics: India F‘i »
consumes around 23 million -

metric tons (MMT) of pul%
Thisisan aggregate of avariety 4
of pulsssincdluding gram (chana), J
tur or arhar, mung, masur and =
urad. Pulsesarethemain source L
of proteinfor avery lagenumber & = R R

of peoplein the country - each
100 grams contains about 32 pLX
grams of proteins and several & '?‘ "ﬁ.‘:\" T, e
amino acids not made by the =
body.So, itisan essentiad part of |
Indianmesals. Naturaly, Indiais
thelargest producer and consumer of pulsesintheworld.

But Indids production of pulseshasstagnated at around 18-199MMT
for several yearsnow. Theshortfal between production and consumption
ismade up by imports, mainly from Canada, Myanmar and someAfrican
countries. Thisbalance hasbeen maintained at ahuge cost to the people.

A population growing at therate of about 2 per cent per year inthepast
decade should have quickly overtaken the pul sesrate of growthwhichwas
lessthan half of that. Thishasnot happened becausetheamount of pulses
consumed per person hasreentlessy declined over thepast severa decades
From about 61 grams per person per day in 1951 to about 42 gramsin
2013.

Thisyear theba ance hasbeen rudely and dramatically upset. In 2014-
15, production of pulseswasclockedinat 17.4 MMT - adeclineof 2.4
MMT or 12 per cent over the previousyear. Thiswas caused by various
factorsincluding unseasond rains, pests, and unprofitable pricesfor offered
tofarmerseven asimport dutieswerewaived.

Thisdecline appearsto have been seized asan opportunity to makea
quick killing by traders- both domestic and global. There arereportsof
pulsesstock lying inwarehousesat portsastraderswait it out and allow
shortages to pump up prices even more. And, exportersin touch with
producersfrom Canada(mainly lentil or masur), Myanmar (mainly tur) and
Australia(mainly chickpeas or Kabuli chana) have hiked up the rates
becauselndiaisthebiggest player inthe pulsesimport market.So, in 2014~
15, Indiahasimported 4.6 MMT pulses, up 31 per cent compared tothe
previousyear. Internationd priceshaverisenintandem fromRs32 per kg
to Rs50for chana, from Rs56to Rs 75 for lentil, from Rs40to Rs90 for
tur, and from Rs50to Rs 77 for urad between October 2014 and August
2015 accordingtothelatest agricultureministry profile.

Thegovernment onitspart istinkering around at the peri phery by ordering
about 7000 metrictonnesof pulsesintheinternational market andinvoking'
the Rs.500 crore price stabilization fund to subsidise transport of pulses
stocksfrom portstoretailers. Inacountry that consumesover 6000 metric
tonnes of pulses every day, this can hardly be expected to bring down
prices.Expertshave called for anew impetusto pulsesproduction with
new seeds, better pest control, better support prices and a much better
organized market so that the future expected requirement of pulsescanbe
met. Otherwise Indiafacesaprotein faminein thecoming years. - Agency
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